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3. We want to comfort people



When we say “everything happens for a reason” 
we’re not talking about cause and effect. Most often 
we’re speaking in response to suffering. When 
something bad happened and we’re trying to help 
someone through a difficult time, we say “It was 
meant to be”, or “It must have been their time”, or 
“It was part of the plan,” or ”it must have been God’s 
will.”

We seek to console – and other seek to console us –
by saying that God has a particular purpose for 
bringing about (or at least allowing) situations in 
which people suffer.

We may assume that while we don’t yet understand 
why it all had to happen, all events in our lives unfold 
according to God’s predetermined and immutable 
plan.













Two opposite views of God



John Calvin (1509– 1564)

• Protestant reformation

• Lawyer, theologian and 
pastor

• Wrote ‘Institutes of the 
Christian Religion’ 
(aged 27)!

• Emphasis on the 

Sovereignty of God



“No wind ever rises or rages without [God’s] special 
command” 

Institutes, trans. Beveridge, p.178









Predestination



Freewill



Freewill

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today 
that I have set before you life and death, blessings 
and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means 
life to you and length of days.

Deuteronomy 30:19-20



Freewill



Life includes risk





Deism



“Deism avoids the theological problem of 
condemning certain people to hell before they are 
born. It eludes the problem that accidents and 

suffering are part of God’s plan. 

The problem with Deism is that it makes no room for 
God to be at work in our world at all.” 



“God is neither the micromanager that determinism 
suggests nor the absentee landlord of the Deists. 
These ideas are both half-truths.

The deeper truth, I believe, lies somewhere in 
between.”



God acted in history (through Jesus)



God acts in history (through you and me)





“God wrote the laws of nature. 

God has a will and plan for humanity.

God guides us by his spirit and through the 

Scriptures, in church, as we pray and through other 
Christians. 

God strengthens and walks with us. We are called 
and empowered to be God’s hands and voice in the 

world, but God does not force us. 

God has shown us what is good and what is required 
of us, but he also gives us freedom to walk his path 
or away from it, and that choice is hat makes us 
human."



Romans 8:28



Suffering is not God's desire for us, but it occurs in 
the process of life. 

Suffering is not given to teach us something, but 
through it we may learn. 

Suffering is not given to punish us, but sometimes it 
is the consequence of our sin or poor judgment. 

Suffering does not occur because our faith is weak, 
but through it our faith may be strengthened. 

God does not depend on human suffering to achieve 
his purposes, but sometimes through suffering his 
purposes are achieved. 

Suffering can either destroy us, or it can add meaning 
to our life. 




