
Heaven is a Party
John 2 – Water into Wine
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The church presents an image



Images from art



The bible paints a picture



2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother 
said to him, “They have no more wine.”

4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus 
replied. “My hour has not yet come.”



5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 
tells you.”

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by 

the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 
twenty to thirty gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; 
so they filled them to the brim.



8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it 
to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted 

the water that had been turned into wine. He did not 
realize where it had come from, though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 
bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out 

the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after 
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have 
saved the best till now.”



11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first 
of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his 
mother and brothers and his disciples. There they 
stayed for a few days.

John 2:1-12



Jewish wedding



Running out of wine



The wedding at Cana



How much wine?!



What is Jesus saying?



The drinks are on me!



John’s Gospel



On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare

a feast of rich food for all peoples,

a banquet of aged wine—

the best of meats and the finest of wines.

Isaiah 25:6



The overflowing generosity of 
God, poured out for everyone…



“Jesus was seriously into eating and drinking—so much so 
that his enemies accused him of doing it to excess. 

Earlier in Luke’s Gospel the Pharisees and their scribes said to 
him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so 
do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink” 
(5:33). 

Jesus spent his time eating and drinking—a lot of his time. He 
was a party animal. His mission strategy was a long meal, 
stretching into the evening. He did evangelism and 
discipleship round a table with some grilled fish, a loaf of 
bread, and a pitcher of wine. 

Luke’s Gospel [in particular] is full of stories of Jesus eating 
with people.

… In Luke’s Gospel Jesus is either going to a meal, at a meal, or 
coming from a meal.”

Chester, Tim. A Meal With Jesus: Discovering Grace, Community And 
Mission Around The Table .



“John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 

‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’

Luke 7:33-34



13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large 
crowd came to him, and he began to teach them.  As 
he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told 
him, and Levi got up and followed him.

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, 
many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him 
and his disciples, for there were many who followed 
him. When the teachers of the law who were 
Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax 
collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 

Mark 2:13-16
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