
Who is Wisdom?
Jesus – Wisdom Teacher



A world gone mad! Politics



A world gone mad! Economics



A world gone mad! Gossip



What is missing? - Wisdom



The Ancient Wisdom Tradition



Quiz…

1. What is the mass of the moon?
7.3476 x 10^22 kg

2. What is Planck’s constant?
6.62607004 x 10^34 m2 kg/s

3. What is Xeroderma Pigmentosum more 
commonly know as?
Vampire Syndrome
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Wisdom is more than Knowledge and IQ



Facts and Opinions





Wisdom is more than moral rules



Proverbs 8 – seek wisdom

10 Take my instruction 
instead of silver,

and knowledge rather 
than choice gold;
11 for wisdom is better 
than jewels,

and all that you may 
desire cannot compare 
with her.



What is wisdom?

“Becoming competent 
with regard to the 
realities of life” 

Gerhard von Rad



22 The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.

23 Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.

24 When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—

26 when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.

The way things are…



She is your sister

My child, keep my words
and store up my 

commandments with you;
2 keep my commandments 
and live,

keep my teachings as the 
apple of your eye;
3 bind them on your fingers,

write them on the tablet of 
your heart.
4 Say to wisdom, ‘You are my 
sister’,

and call insight your 
intimate friend.

Proverbs 7:1-4







Often found through struggle



23 Draw near to me, you who are uneducated,

and lodge in the house of instruction.

24 Why do you say you are lacking in these things,

and why do you endure such great thirst?

25 I opened my mouth and said,

Acquire wisdom for yourselves without money.

26 Put your neck under her yoke,

and let your souls receive instruction;

it is to be found close by.

27 See with your own eyes that I have laboured but little

and found for myself much serenity.

Wisdom of Sirach 51:23-30 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)



Jesus – Wisdom Teacher

‘Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.’

Matthew 11:28-30



Jesus – Wisdom Teacher

Love your enemies
Matthew 5:44 and 7:12

Become like little children
Matthew 18:3 & 19:14

You will be known by your fruit
Matthew 3:10, 7:16, 12:33

Wealth and contentment
Matthew 19:24, 6:28, 10:30

Take up your cross, 
Matthew 16:24, 6:28, 23:12



1 In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the 
Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning 
with God.
3 All things came into 
being through him, and 
without him not one 
thing came into being.

John 1

22 The Lord created me at 
the beginning of his 
work, the first of his acts 
of long ago.
23 Ages ago I was set up, 
at the first, before the 
beginning of the earth.
24 When there were no 
depths I was brought 
forth, when there were 
no springs abounding 
with water.

Proverbs 8



In a world gone mad…



Stop, breathe, seek wisdom




