
Jesus – Wisdom Teacher



“Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom Is 

not putting it in a fruit salad.”…



A smart person knows what to say, a wise person 

knows whether or not to say it …

Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you 

yourself will become just like him. (Prov. 26:4)

Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise 

in his own eyes. (Prov. 26:5)



Proverbs          - Job         - Ecclesiastes

Wisdom in the Old Testament

Selected Psalms  (e.g. Psalm 1)         - Song of Songs



Old Testament

Ethical Framework

ETHICS FROM ABOVE

Divine Law

Exodus 19-24

ETHICS FROM BEYOND

The Prophets

Isaiah 56-66

ETHICS FROM BELOW

The Wisdom Tradition

Proverbs
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Jesus

“I have not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets but to 

fulfil them”  (Matt 5:17)

JESUS THE MESSIAH

“Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.”  

(Matt 4:17)

JESUS THE WISDOM 

TEACHER

“Love the Lord your God             with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and                       with all your mind’  … 

Love your neighbour                                 as yourself.’  



Jesus – Wisdom Teacher

PARABLES - stories drawn from 

every day life

e.g. 2 sons, sower, lost sheep, 

workers in a vineyard.

APHORISMS:

Short, pithy one-liners. 

Memorable sayings rooted in 

everyday life.



Jesus – Aphorisms:

“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they 

not both fall into a pit? (Luke 6:39)

“And why do you worry about clothes? 

See how the flowers of the field grow. 

They do not labour or spin.  Yet I tell you 

that not even Solomon in all his 

splendour was dressed like one of these.  

(Matthew 6:28-29)

“Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  

(Matthew 19:24)



Jesus – Subversive Wisdom

“You have heard it said …

But I say to you.”

A wisdom to challenge us which 

invites us to see God, ourselves 

and the world in a new way.



Jesus – The Wise One

And Jesus grew in wisdom and 

stature, and in favour with God 

and man.  (Luke 2:52)

Wiser than Solomon

“Where did this man get this 

wisdom?”  (Matthew 13:53)

Christ is the power of God and the 

wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1:24). 










