




“How many are your works, Lord!

In wisdom you made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

There is the sea, vast and spacious,

teeming with creatures beyond number -

living things both large and small.  (Psalm 104:24-25)



“The soil is the great connector of lives, the source and destination 

of all ... Without proper care for it we can have no community, 

because without proper care for it we can have no life.”  

(Wendell Berry, The Art of the Commonplace).
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“We degrade our soils by the way we use them.  

We use them beyond their capacity.” 

(Jane Rickson)





The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 

and those who live in it.  (Psalm 24:1)

… The land is mine and you reside in my land as 

foreigners and strangers.    (Lev. 25:3)



The top environmental problems are selfishness, greed and apathy, 

and to deal with these we need a cultural and spiritual 

transformation. And we scientists don’t know how to do that.

Gus Speth



God created human beings;
he created them godlike,

Reflecting God’s nature.
He created them male and female.

God blessed them:
“Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge!

Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the 
air, for every living thing that moves on the face of 
Earth.”

Genesis 1:26-28 (The Message)

A VOCATIONAL PROBLEM?

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind 

… Love your neighbour as yourself.’   

(Matt. 22)

“Take care of the planet … reflect God’s loving 

rule and reign … let the earth thrive and flourish 

and be fruitful.”



Israel

If you come on a bird’s nest, in any tree or on the ground, with fledglings or eggs, 

with the mother sitting on the fledglings or on the eggs, you shall not take the 

mother with the young.  Let the mother go, taking only the young for yourself, in 

order that it may go well with you and you may live long.   (Deut. 22:6-7)

A laboratory in which that vocation to love God, to love and 

care for each other and to nurture the planet is worked 

through.

Sabbath rest for the land and for the livestock – God cares for 

these things.

Restraint & Sustainability



Discipleship in the minutia of everyday life

No sacred or secular - it all matters

Shopping as an act of discipleship







Get Grounded

“Then the Lord God formed man (adam) from the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

the man became a living being.  [Genesis 2:7]





“May we recognise how deeply we are joined to the earth, 

the air, the sky.” 



May you walk gently on the earth

And know its beauty all the days of your life.


