




Encouraging Engagement!

“One of the most important sermon series I’ve ever been involved in.” 

Andy Potter 





God Speaks to Job
Job 38:1-5; 38:31-39:4; 40:1-5



38 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He 
said:

2 “Who is this that obscures my plans

with words without knowledge?
3 Brace yourself like a man;

I will question you,
and you shall answer me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s 
foundation?

Tell me, if you understand.
5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!

Who stretched a measuring line across it?



31 “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades?
Can you loosen Orion’s belt?

32 Can you bring forth the constellations in their

seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs?

33 Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Can you set up God’s dominion over the earth?



34 “Can you raise your voice to the clouds
and cover yourself with a flood of water?

35 Do you send the lightning bolts on their way?

Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?

36 Who gives the ibis wisdom
or gives the rooster understanding?

37 Who has the wisdom to count the clouds?

Who can tip over the water jars of the heavens

38 when the dust becomes hard
and the clods of earth stick together?



39 “Do you hunt the prey for the lioness
and satisfy the hunger of the lions

40 when they crouch in their dens

or lie in wait in a thicket?

41 Who provides food for the raven
when its young cry out to God
and wander about for lack of food?



39 “Do you know when the mountain goats give 
birth?

Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn?

2 Do you count the months till they bear?
Do you know the time they give birth?

3 They crouch down and bring forth their young;
their labor pains are ended.

4 Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds;
they leave and do not return.



40 The Lord said to Job:

2 “Will the one who contends with the 
Almighty correct him?

Let him who accuses God answer him!”

3 Then Job answered the Lord:

4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you?
I put my hand over my mouth.

5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—
twice, but I will say no more.”



Job 38-42



God’s covenant with Noah

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:

9 “I now establish my covenant with you and with 
your descendants after you

10 and with every living creature that was with you 
—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all 
those that came out of the ark with you—every living 
creature on earth.

Genesis 8:8-10
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“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy,” 

God instructed the Children of Israel in the Ten 
Commandments. 

“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.

On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 
your son or daughter, nor your male or female 

servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing 
in your towns. 

For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested 
on the seventh day” 

Exodus 20:8–11



The Circle(s) of Life



The Circle(s) of Life



We are a part of the creation



We are a part of the creation



We are set apart from creation

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in 
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on the ground.”



Made in the image of God



Failing in our vocation

The International Union for Conservation of Nature, www.iucnredlist.org



This is a spiritual issue!

”Science alone will not 
be able to resolve the 
situation because it is a 

moral, spiritual and 
ethical one requiring 
major changes in our 
behaviour.”

Professor Sir Ghillean Prance. 

former Director of the Royal 

Botanical Gardens, Kew



David Attenborough



How to respond – Forest500.org



How to respond

1. Take steps to make your garden 

a welcoming place for wildlife.

2. Try to avoid products with 

palm oil, or only buy products 

made with sustainable palm 

oil.

3. Find an organisation working 

to protect habitats that you 
can support, WWF, A Rocha.

Ruth Valerio, p.64



Join the discussion


